Creative Mythography
“"The Farmerian Holmes”
by Win Scott Eckert

“These are much deeper waters than I had thought.
—Sherlock Holmes
“The Adventure of the Reigate Squire”

Dedicated followers of this column know that Philip José Farmer's Wold Newton Family
originated in 1795 with a radioactive meteor and generations of cross-breeding, resulting in an
extended tree of crime-fighting adventurers, detectives, explorers, and arch-criminals. Casual
followers of the mythos, however, may not be aware of the significant role the Canon of Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes tales plays in the Wold Newton backstory outlined in Phil’s
Tarzan Alive and Doc Savage: His Apocalyptic Life.

Of course, Phil patterned his first biography, Tarzan Alive, on William S. Baring-Gould’s
Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street. Phil also adopted Baring-Gould’s theory that detective Nero
Wolfe was Sherlock Holmes' son (Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street and Nero Wolfe of West 35
Street). In addition, Phil expanded the Holmes family tree by placing Sherlock Hoimes as a
descendant of Dr. Siger Holmes, who was present at the Wold Newton meteor strike, and
postulating that Sir Denis Nayland Smith (the protagonist of Sax Rohmer’s Fu Manchu books)
was Sherlock Holmes’ nephew.

The Sherlockian connections, however, are woven into the history of the Wold Newton
Universe with a degree of complexity which transcends fictionai genealogy. Phil’s initial tour-de-
force Wold Newton essay, “"A Case of a Case of Identity Recased, or, The Grey Eyes Have It”
(Addendum 2, Tarzan Alive), is based on Professor H. W. Starr’s foray into Holmes-Tarzan
scholarship, “A Case of Identity, or, The Adventure of the Seven Claytons” (The Baker Street
Journal, New Series X, i, January 1960; reprinted in Addendum 1, Tarzan Alive). Starr sets the
stage by suggesting that the hansom cab driver John Clayton from the Holmes novel The Hound
of the Baskervilles, must be a member of a lineage in which all first sons are named John
Clayton, and in fact the cab driver is the fifth Duke of Greyminster. Starr explains that
Greyminster is the real name of the family called “Greystoke” in the Tarzan stories by Edgar Rice
Burroughs; the family is also calied “Holdernesse” in the Holmes tale “The Adventure of the
Priory School.”

Tarzan’s father, of course, was named John Clayton, as was Tarzan himself. While it might
initially seem ridiculous that a member of the nobility would choose to spend seven years as a
London cabby, Starr makes a convincing case for John Clayton as enlightened radical,
abandoning his wealth and title in a gesture of support for the underprivileged. Starr also
proposes the Clayton genealogy, but as Phil makes some alterations in his follow-up, we’ll focus
on Phil’s version.

Phil bolsters Starr's contention that the fifth duke was the cabdriver by conflating the duke
with Sydney Trefusis, the protagonist of George Bernard Shaw’s An Unsocial Socialist. He then
explains that the fifth duke was the father of John Clayton, who was married to Alice Rutherford.
These were Tarzan’s parents, who were lost at sea and presumed dead in 1888, as told in
Burroughs’ Tarzan of the Apes. Shortly thereafter, in 1889, the fifth duke was murdered and the
title passed to his brother, the sixth duke.

In May 1901, the sixth duke’s son, Arthur, Lord Saltire, was kidnapped and Sherlock Holmes
was called in to solve the case. Dr. Watson and his editor Doyle memorialized the incident as
“The Adventure of the Priory School,” calling the sixth duke the “Duke of Holdernesse.” The sixth
duke’s illegitimate son, James Wilder, was involved in the crime and immediately left England.
Phil tells us that Arthur was later known as “William Clayton,” the seventh Duke of Greystoke
and a cousin to Tarzan (John Clayton), as seen in Tarzan of the Apes and The Return of Tarzan
(which collectively cover events occurring 1909-1910). In Tarzan Alive, Phil explains that his real
name was William Cecil Arthur Clayton.

When William Clayton was killed at the conclusion of The Return of Tarzan, the title












